
MINUTES 

PERSONNEL POLICIES PROCEDURES AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

2.28.21 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: B. Peters, C. Stodd, L. Normand, T. Hunter, K. Schultz 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

OTHERS PRESENT: J. Perkins, J. Noyes, J. Horn 

At 2PM, Chair Peters called the meeting to order and instructed the Secretary to record all those present 
for the teleconference. 
 
Chair Peters paused for public comments. Mr. Terry Fritter noted that it was this week in 2014, the folk 
singer Pete Seeger died, stating the Mr. Seeger was famous for popularizing songs from the Labor and 
Civil Rights movements. Mr. Fritter also noted that he hopes the Administration considers changing the 
testing regimen from 8 to 9 days.     
 
Chair Peters directed the attention of the Committee to the Minutes of the previous meeting. Ms. 
Schultz moved, seconded by Ms. Stodd, to approve the Minutes. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Chair Peters recognized Ms. Jennifer Noyes for the purpose of providing an update on the COVID 
response. Ms. Noyes informed the Committee that campus remains as de-densified as it was in the fall, 
with masking and distancing requirements still in place. ’Badger Badge’ and testing is now in place. 
Buildings will be monitored in regard to badge status. In addition, a COVID assistance telephone line has 
been established. Mr. John Horn, Chief of Staff to the Vice Chancellor, praised the work in establishing 
the help line, which he noted was fielding 200 calls a day, but also noted that volume was decreasing as 
testing was improving.  
 
Question was raised in regard to those employees who make need to make occasional visits to campus, 
but who do not have a phone or who are unfamiliar with Apps. Reply came that phones with the App 
loaded can be provided to employees and testing conducted on the same day. 
 
Concern was raised that some employees have reported that the App is indicating that some testing 
sites are open but upon arrival they find them full. Reply came that the App is updated every 15 
minutes. 
 
Concern was raised that employees are reporting confusion as to the proper entrances for Grainger Hall. 
Reply came that signage to provide clarification will be installed. 
 
Concern was expressed regarding failed or inaccurate tests. Reply came that the number of rejected 
tests are improving with better public information being provided to assist employees in proper testing 
protocol. 
 



Concern was expressed that employees are confused about the need for hydration prior to testing and 
abstaining from drinking prior to tests. Reply came that an employee reporting for testing should be well 
hydrated, but drinking one hour prior to the test should be avoided.  
 
Question was asked as to why swabs are offered to students but not employees. Reply came that swab 
tests are offered to those in residence halls, but employees who are unable to participate in the saliva 
tests are offered the swab option.  
 
Concern was expressed that positive tests have not always resulted in a change in badge status. Reply 
came that a follow up will be made to make sure changes are immediate.  
 
Question was raised as to how employees who are called to campus only as needed. Reply came that 
will emergency personnel can be admitted without testing, those called to campus only occasionally or 
on specific tasks should submit to testing protocols.  
 
Concern was raised that those working multiple jobs do not have time to report for multiple tests if tests 
fail.  Further concern was raised that leave time has to be used for those sent home due to a rejected 
test. Reply came that every effort is made to reduce test errors. 
 
Ms. Hunter was excused from the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Question was raised if it would be possible to adjust the testing regimen from 8 to 9 days. Reply came 
that a change was already made from 7 to 8 days and such an additional change would contradict 
underlying policy. 
 
Chair Peters thanked Mr. Horn and Ms. Noyes for their participation and entertained a motion to 
adjourn.  
 
At 3PM, Ms. Stodd moved, Ms. Peters seconded, to adjourn. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by: J. Lease / Secretary   


