
MINUTES 

Central Committee 

1.21.21 

MEMBERS PRESENT: M. Lenz, T. Fritter, J. Valeo, S, Frey 
MEMBERS ABSENT: G. Jensen (EXCUSED) 
OTHERS PRESENT: L. Heller, J. Perkins 
 
At 2pm, Chair Lenz called the meeting to order and instructed the Secretary to record all of those 
present. 
 
Chair Lenz paused for public comments. Mr. Terry fritter noted that it was this week in history that Lucy 
Parsons led a 1,500 person march against unemployment and hunger in Chicago. 
 
Chair Lenz recognized Vice Chancellor Heller for the purpose of updating the Committee. Vice 
Chancellor Heller opened discussion on the campus COVID testing program and acknowledged the 
recent challenges in regard to it, but noted that a rigorous program will prevent further outbreaks. Vice 
Chancellor Heller informed the Committee that the saliva test lends itself better to large scale testing 
than does the nasal swab, and in addition it is less invasive. Vice Chancellor Heller informed the 
Committee that the Administration in considering discontinuing the appointment times and confirmed 
that Wellness Ambassadors will be in place by 7 February. 
 
Question was raised if the allotted 30 minutes for testing time can be extended. Reply came that the 
VCFA was willing to look into but was unsure of what policies are campus wide and which may be 
confined to certain Divisions. VCFA concluded that the overall goal is to reduce the testing time and 
improve the overall efficiency to decrease the need for multiple tests.  
 
Concern was expressed that too many people at testing sites could increase the risk to those 
participating and who have been working mostly with a limited number of persons while on campus. 
Reply came that other campuses have not reported an increase in cases based on testing but sites will 
be monitored. 
 
Concern was raised that the ‘Thin Blue Line’ flag remains on display at the UWPD Office. Reply came that 
this has been discussed with the UWPD and it has been acknowledged that the flag may have been 
coopted and remains of deep concern, but still has meaning for some in the Department, but this may 
have changed after the events of 6 January, and the Chief has indicated she is open to further discussion 
on the subject. VCFA concluded his report and was excused from the remainder of the meeting with the 
thanks of the Committee. 
 
Chair Lenz directed the attention of the Committee to the draft Minutes of the previous meeting. Ms. 
Frey moved, seconded by Mr. Fritter, to approve the Minutes. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
Chair Lenz directed the attention of the Committee to the draft of the February Congress Agenda and 
the Secretary reviewed its content. Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. Valeo, to approve the Agenda. 
All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED.  
 



Chair provided a report to the Committee in which she discussed her conversations with Administration 
leadership on the twice weekly calls where she has been relating stories detailing the difficulties of 
those attempting to participate in testing on campus. Discussion was heard that the Chair should relate 
the concern that the staff may bear additional stress if the planned roll out of the TTC program is added 
to their current anxiety regarding campus operations. Concern was also heard that the format of 
planned forums regarding TTC was inadequate to reach the full staff. 
 
Chair recognized the Secretary for the purpose of a report. Secretary noted possible upcoming 
participants in Congress meetings based on availability. Secretary also reported a favorable response to 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. tribute video that was posted to the home page. 
 
At 2:38PM, Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. Frey, to adjourn the meeting.  
 
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by: J. Lease / Secretary    
    
 
  


