
MINUTES 
Central Committee 

12.17.20 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: M. Lenz, T. Fritter, J. Valeo, S. Frey 
MEMBERS ABSENT: G. Jensen (EXCUSED) 
OTHERS PRESENT: L. Heller, J. Perkins 
 
At 2pm, Chair Lenz called the meeting to order and instructed the Secretary to record those 
present. 
 
Chair Lenz paused for public comments. Mr. Terry Fritter noted that it was this week in 1948 that 
the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
Chair Lenz recognized Vice Chancellor Heller for the purpose of providing a report to the 
Committee. Vice Chancellor Heller noted that UW Health has received the first delivery of the 
COVID vaccines. Vice Chancellor Heller informed the Committee that discussions are taking place 
for the Spring semester to be conducted as a 'hybrid'. The Vice Chancellor stated that while there 
has been a rise in employee infections, it is believed that they were acquired off campus rather 
than on. Vice Chancellor concluded that soon to be introduced testing protocols should reduce 
the rate of infections.   
 
Question was raised in regard to emergency paid sick leave. Reply came that a new Federal 
stimulus appears close to passing but it is uncertain if new leave provisions are included. 
 
Question was raised asking that with the end of COVID leave, does FMLA expansion also end. 
Reply came that this information will have to be looked into and determined. 
 
Question was raised about what specific RISG projects are linked to privatization.  
Reply came that nothing is certain as of yet but other similar studies have indicated privatization 
of power plant facilities are strategic but more has to be learned.   
 
Question was raised as to who on the committee regarding RISG represented University Staff and 
how they were selected. Reply came that the RISG study did not constitute a formal committee 
and so there were no specifically designated seats. 
 
Question was raised if new revenues realized from plans would be used to help staff or students. 
Reply came that proceeds should be dedicated to the most important campus priorities and that 
creating a profit is not the goal. It was also noted that Faculty and students are likely to raise this 
same question. 
 
Discussion was heard that if money is saved by reducing staff, it would be unfortunate if others 
were to benefit from that sacrifice. Discussion was heard about the possibility that campus would 



become more centralized if there were more corporate partnerships. Discussion was hear in 
regard to patents and research. 
 
In regard to patents, reply came that the UW is a world leader in this regard. Reply also came 
that corporate partnerships were unlikely to have an impact in regard to centralization. 
 
Concern was expressed that private power plants may be unable to meet campus needs, as was 
demonstrated in the past by private industry in Madison that attempted the same change over. 
 
Concern was expressed in regard to the possible erosion of checks and balances related to 
spending and the Board of Regents. Reply came that clarity will be sought to confirm if any 
changes have been implemented recently.  
 
Question was raised if vaccinations will be mandatory. Reply came that it is not believed at this 
time that such requirements will be made. 
 
Question was raised if employees will be able to use work time to fulfill mandatory testing 
requirements. Reply came that options will be explored in this regard. 
 
Vice Chancellor Heller was excused from the remainder of the meeting with the thanks of the 
Committee. The Vice Chancellor concluded that he will continue to engage with governance for 
feedback and ideas.  
 
Chair Lenz directed the attention of the Committee to the draft Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. Frey, to approve the Minutes. Discussion was heard that 
sentence should be edited to read: ' moved to distribute all Congressional materials to the entire 
staff for each meeting'. No objection was heard in this regard and the Secretary confirmed he 
could make the change. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED.     
 
Chair Lenz directed the attention of the Committee to the draft Agenda of the January meeting 
of Congress. The Secretary reviewed each item included. Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. 
Frey to approve the Agenda. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED.    
 
At 2:47PM, Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. Frey, to adjourn the meeting. All in Favor. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by: J. Lease / Secretary 
 


