
MINUTES  

Central Committee 

9.24.20 

MEMBERS PRESENT: M. Lenz, J. Valeo, T. Fritter, G. Jensen  

MEMBERS ABSENT: S. Frey 

OTHERS PRESENT: K. Jacobsen, L. Hasselbacher, J. Perkins 

At 2PM, Chair Lenz called the meeting to order and instructed the Secretary to record those present.   

Chair Lenz paused for public comments. Mr. Terry Fritter noted that it was this week in 1891 that African 

American share croppers went on strike in Arkansas. The strike would eventually be suppressed by a white 

mob, which killed 12 people. 

Chair Lenz directed the attention of the Committee to the draft Minutes of the previous meeting. Mr. 

Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. Jensen, to approve the Minutes. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 

Chair Lenz recognized Ms. Lauren Hasselbacher, Title IX Coordinator, for the purpose of providing a report. 

Ms. Hasselbacher informed the Committee of the background of her position, noting that it is located in 

the Office of Compliance, within Legal Affairs. Ms. Hasselbacher also provided the background and 

evolution of Title IX and its role as it relates to discrimination and sexual violence. Ms. Hasselbacher noted 

that changes have been made in the policy in regard to ‘sexual exploitation’. Ms. Hasselbacher informed 

the Committee that DOE has published new rules in May and instructed campus to get into compliance 

before the end of August. Questions were raised in regard to the complaint procedure. Reply came that 

the compliance office can be contacted as can anyone who has be identified as a ‘mandatory reporter’ 

and has been trained. It was noted that rules could change again depending on the outcome of the 

pending Presidential election. It was noted that if the current incumbent were to be defeated, the 

emergency rules would likely be allowed to expire. Discussion was also heard in regard to ‘work related’ 

situations that take place off of campus and that authority over students is broader than that of 

employees. Ms. Hasselbacher concluded that she welcomed additional inquiries to be sent to her Office.    

Chair Lenz recognized Mr. Kevin Jacobsen, for the purpose of providing a report on behalf of the 

Associated Students of Madison. 

Mr. Jacobsen introduced himself as the shared governance director of ASM, and discussed student 

support for the Smart Restart campaign, sustainability, inclusion and student voting opportunities in 

elections. 

Discussion was heard that student leadership should take an active role addressing student behavior that 

fails to follow smart restart guidelines. Reply came that ASM intends to meet directly with Housing to 

learn more about the details of such behavior and assist in addressing them. Discussion was heard that 

both staff and students share similar concerns as it relates to working in Dining. 

It was noted that ASM has issued a statement asking students to remain in compliance with identified 

protocols and it was acknowledged that far too many have been ignoring the protocols, but ASM will 



continue to actively campaign to encourage compliance, including informing students that their behavior 

could result in being removed from campus housing. 

Concern was expressed that student behavior in Housing has been ‘irresponsible’ and some have adopted 

a ‘nothing to lose’ mentality leading to destructive behavior. Mr. Jacobsen stated he would relay the 

concerns of employees back to ASM. 

Chair Lenz recognized the Secretary for the purpose of providing a report. Secretary noted that the video 

of Lu Xun’s poem, ‘Autumn 1935’, has gained the second greatest number of views of any video yet 

produced and posted by his Office. 

Chair Lenz provided a report in which she noted she was participating in twice weekly calls with the 

leadership of campus shared governance, Secretaries, and the Administration Chiefs of Staff. 

Discussion was heard in regard to the notification and participation in the Town Hall with the Chancellor 

and how the needs of each group could be balanced and represented in such an event. Secretary noted 

that any public meeting can be attended by anyone, and access to the Chancellor’s Office in regard to 

requests by University Staff shared governance remains encouraging.  

Chair Lenz directed the attention of the Committee to the draft October Congress Agenda. Mr. Fritter 

moved, seconded by Ms. Jensen, to approve the Agenda. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 

At 3:18PM, Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. Jensen, to adjourn the meeting. All in Favor. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Minutes prepared and submitted by: J. Lease / Secretary        


