
MINUTES 
Central Committee 

8.27.20 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: M. Lenz, T. Fritter, G. Jensen, S. Frey 
MEMBERS ABSENT: J. Valeo (Excused) 
OTHERS PRESENT L. Heller, P. Sheehan 
 
At 2PM, Chair Lenz called the teleconference meeting to order and instructed the Secretary to 
record those present. 
 
Chair Lenz paused for public comments. Mr. Terry Fritter reported that this date is known as 'Ax 
Handle Saturday', due to an event in which a mob of white men armed with ax handles attacked 
a group of Blacks conducting a sit in protest, in Jacksonville, Florida.  
 
Chair Lenz directed the attention of the Committee to the draft Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Mr. Fritter noted that his congratulations to Ms. Lenz on having been elected Chair did not appear 
in the Minutes. Secretary noted that he considered it a casual remark rather than one that 
required being recorded and was not made for the purpose of action. Mr. Fritter moved, 
seconded by Ms. Frey, to approve the Minutes. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Chair Lenz provided a Chair's report in which she noted that University Staff was now eligible to 
reside in Eagle Heights and that a special promotional rate was now available. Chair Lenz also 
informed the Committee that she was participating in twice weekly calls with Administration 
leadership, including the Chiefs of Staff, the Secretaries and a representative of each governance 
group.  
 
Chair Lenz recognized the Secretary for the purpose of a report. Secretary reported that a 
aggressive schedule of announcements are being made in regard to available seats on 
committees. Secretary noted upcoming schedule of various committees of University Staff 
shared governance. Secretary noted that the first six months allotment for tuition and 
professional development reimbursement is now exhausted so applications are closed until 
January. Secretary also informed the Committee that a schedule has been laid out for the Pringle 
Award, nominations will be opened in September.   
 
Chair Lenz recognized the Secretary for the purpose of reviewing the items included on the draft 
of the September Agenda of the Congress. Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. Jensen, to 
approve the Agenda. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Chair Lenz opened discussion on the schedule of the next meeting of the Committee. General 
agreement was heard that 24 September would be appropriate. 
 
Committee stood informal awaiting the participation of Vice Chancellor Heller. 
 



Chair Lenz recognized Vice Chancellor Heller for the purpose of a report and to take questions.  
 
Vice Chancellor Heller thanked the Committee for their participation in the Congress meetings 
via correspondence. Discussion was heard from members of the Committee that the VCFA's 
written reports specifically and the format of the meetings in general, have been useful, 
productive, and appreciated. Vice Chancellor Heller thanked the University Staff for all of their 
work during the challenge of the COVID crisis, and in particular during the recent student move-
in. Concern was expressed in regard to those holding who have been working remotely and who 
wish to continue to do so. Discussion was heard that a fair and reasonable should be given to a 
review of such requests. Question was raised if remote working has been linked to any significant 
failures in campus operations. Reply came that concerns related to remote working have been 
minimal. One example was cited that remote meetings made some functions difficult, such as 
examining a large in size blueprint type document by a group, but most feedback regarding the 
remote working has been positive. 
 
Concern was expressed that safety is a major concern, particularly for employees working at night 
who have to exit the campus during times of strife, when conditions are uncertain. Reply came 
that supervisors are working directly with UWPD who are monitoring high profile protest sites 
such as Bascom. Discussion was heard that the Lincoln statue should have a tarp draped over it 
to reduce it as a focus of protest. Concern was expressed that information about evacuations and 
leaving early may not be reliably related to the staff. Reply came that UWPD will issue WiscAlerts 
if there is immediate danger. Discussion was heard that additional Security should be deployed 
to housing and dining in particular and safe rides and walks made available. 
 
Additional concern was expressed that students, particularly in dining facilities, are not always 
complying with safety guidelines as it relates to masks and social distancing. Reply came that a 
conversation with Housing will be engaged in this regard.  
 
At 3:32PM, Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Ms. Jensen, to adjourn the meeting. All in Favor. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by: John Lease / Secretary    


